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Safety Statement 

BLACKWATER VALLEY OPERA FESTIVAL CLG 

Location: Main Street, Lismore, Co. Waterford, Ireland 

 

1. Introduction 

This Safety Statement is prepared in accordance with the Safety, Health and Welfare 

at Work Act 2005. It outlines the arrangements in place to safeguard the health, safety, 

and welfare of all persons involved in or affected by BVOF activities. 

This document applies to all festival operations, including temporary venues, 

rehearsals, performances, and associated activities. 

 

2. Health & Safety Policy 

BVOF is committed to ensuring, as far as reasonably practicable, the safety, health 

and welfare of employees, contractors, volunteers, performers, and the public. 

(Refer to full BVOF Health & Safety Policy Statement) 

 

3. Responsibilities 

3.1 Employer (BVOF Management) 

• Ensure compliance with legislation 

• Provide safe systems of work 

• Carry out risk assessments 

• Provide training, supervision, and equipment 

3.2 Contractors 

• Must comply with all safety requirements 

• Must provide documentation (RAMS) 

• Must coordinate with BVOF 
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3.3 Employees and Volunteers 

• Follow safety procedures 

• Use equipment correctly 

• Report hazards and incidents 

 

4. Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment 

BVOF will: 

• Identify hazards across all festival activities 

• Conduct written risk assessments 

• Implement control measures 

• Review assessments regularly 

Key Hazards Include: 

• Crowd management and public safety 

• Temporary structures (staging, seating) 

• Electrical installations 

• Weather conditions 

• Slips, trips, and falls 

• Manual handling 

 

5. Control Measures 

• Competent contractors engaged 

• Equipment inspected and maintained 

• Clear access and egress routes 

• Barriers and signage in place 

• PPE provided where necessary 
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6. Safe Systems of Work 

• Method statements required for high-risk activities 

• Controlled setup and breakdown procedures 

• Supervision of high-risk tasks 

 

7. Training and Information 

• Staff and volunteers receive safety briefings 

• Contractors are inducted on-site 

• Safety information communicated clearly 

 

8. Emergency Procedures 

• Emergency plans in place for all venues 

• Fire safety and evacuation procedures established 

• First aid provision available 

• Emergency services contacted where required 

In the event of a major incident: 

• The scene will be secured 

• Emergency services will assume control upon arrival 

• BVOF resources will support emergency services 

  

9. Accident Reporting 

• All accidents and near misses must be reported 

• Records will be maintained 

• Serious incidents reported to authorities 
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10. Welfare Facilities 

BVOF will ensure: 

• Adequate sanitation facilities 

• Rest areas where required 

• Access to drinking water 

 

11. Monitoring and Review 

• Safety performance monitored during the festival 

• This Safety Statement reviewed annually or after significant change 

 

12. Documentation and Communication 

This Safety Statement will be: 

• Made available to all staff and contractors 

• Communicated during inductions 

• Available for inspection 

  

 

 

7. Review 

This policy will be reviewed annually or following significant changes. 

  

Signed:    

Position:  Festival Director 

Date:   1st January 2026 


